
Guidelines for Starting an AHG Chapter                                                                               Revised September 2013 

AHG Chapters are a great way to bring herbalists together for networking, education and to create stronger herbal 
communities all around the country. Currently, AHG has twelve established chapters and more in the process of  being 
organized. If  you’d like to be part of  a chapter in your area or would like to plant the seed within your herbal community to 
grow a local chapter, we’re here to help! Here is some information to help you get started with the process.  
Please feel free to contact us with your questions, 

Jennifer O’Hagan, AHG Chapter Coordinator 
ahgchapters@gmail.com 

Henriette den Ouden, Governing Council Chapter Liaison 
hdenOuden@habanerafarm.com 

How to Get Started 

1) Find a minimum of  five people who are also AHG members in good standing (dues paid) and at least one 
professional member to start the chapter. All potential Chapter members must live in the geographic boundary of  your 
proposed Chapter (if  your chapter is based on a specific region, see below); the professional member can be from anywhere in 
the country as long as they are willing to sign off  on your petition for membership. We would be happy to provide you with a 
list of  current AHG members in your state or region so that you may contact all potential Chapter members. The AHG 
contact list should be used to communicate Chapter business only.  

2) Determine the boundaries of  your Chapter.  Chapters may be organized to include an entire state, a geographic region 
or a special interest group. For example, we currently have state Chapters in Georgia and Texas while some Chapters prefer to 
designate a region for the boundaries of  their membership, such as San Diego or the Bay Area. In large states with members 
concentrated in different areas, this may be more manageable. Some, like the Washington State Chapter, hold their meetings in 
different locations around the state to reach more members.  

AHG by-laws also allow the creation of  Chapters for specific interest groups. These Chapters would not be limited to 
members in a specific geographical region. Contact us for more information on this type of  chapter.   

3) Hold an organizing meeting to assess interest and discuss AHG requirements for establishing a Chapter. At this 
meeting, review the AHG Chapter Rules and Regulations and be sure that you all agree to abide by them.  

4) Submit a Petition to the Governing Council to have your chapter recognized. You may download the Petition 
Template from the Chapters page of  the AHG website. What you’ll need to submit your Chapter Petition:  

• The names and signatures of  the AHG members petitioning to establish the Chapter. A minimum of  five AHG 
members and one professional member are required. All signatories must be members of  AHG. 

• A detailed description of  the geographic boundaries of  your Chapter (if  any) or specific interest group. 
• The proposed name of  your Chapter.  
• Name, email and phone number of  the contact person for your chapter.  

If  you are ready to hold elections for officers before submitting your petition, include the names of  the President and 
Secretary/Treasurer. See ‘Chapter Officers’ info on the Rules and Regulations for AHG Chapters for more information. 

An electronic copy of  your petition should be e-mailed to the Chapter liaison.  

5) Your petition will be reviewed by the Governing Council. Once it is approved, you will be notified that your group 
has been recognized as an AHG Chapter. We’ll then send you a Chapter Welcome Packet with more information about 
how your chapter can become an important part of  the AHG community. Please send a paper copy of  your petition with 
signatures via postal mail to the AHG office at 125 South Lexington Avenue, Suite 101, Asheville, NC 28805. Be sure to 
keep a copy for your chapter files.  
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